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(the theory of working -class rule ), instead of writing of " democracy " and
demology ." What Masaryk implies is , at any rate , the advance from
pseudo -democracy to democracy . But if we substitute workers " for
people ,," if we say that ergatocracy aims at the administration of the
workers , by the workers , for the workers ," we have advanced yet further ,
from democracy to bolshevism , or ergatocracy . We may summarise our out-
look by saying that , just as theocratic aristocracy has had in the past to yield
place to capitalist democracy , so capitalist democracy is, before our eyes ,
yielding place to communist ergatocracy . During the transition period,
dictatorship is essential , for no exploiting class will yield its privileges without
a struggle . When there are no longer any exploiters or potential exploiters ,
there will no longer be a dictatorship . As Klara Zetkin phrases it in an
admirable article (just issued in English translation by the S.L.P. ) , we shall
have progressed " through dictatorship to democracy ." We prefer our own
phrasing , " through dictatorship to ergatocracy ." For a not unsympathetic
statement of this ergatology ," this theory of working -class rule, we are
pleased to be able to refer to a somewhat hostile critic , J. Ramsay MacDonald ,
whose socialist philosophy has not remained stationary during the war.
He does not use our fire -new terminology , and he (whose faith in parliament
still lags superfluous on the stage ) envisages a renovated parliament rather
than federated workers ' committees and a central soviet . But he has more
of the root of the matter in him than he himself is willing to admit when , de-
spite his gibe at the " pseudo -scientific argument which is destroying all con-
ceptions of government , of social functions , of communal co -operation ," he
ably marshals the views of those who hold that a majority declared now
will be that of the capitalist minority , but when the revolution is complete-
and only then- it will be the majority of the working -class minority . Then
' the dictatorship of the proletariat ' will have ended and its revolutionary
gains will have been ] made secure by democracy ." ("Why Bolshevism
Spreads ," The Nation , March 15th , 1919. )
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So much for the dictatorship " question . As to what Reckitt speaks of
as " the workers ' committee expedient ," considered mainly as a method of
industrial reorganization , the primary question would seem to be whether ,
when the capitalist class has been frozen out , the new workshop organization
will furnish an adequate form of , or an adequate substitute for , what Achille
Loria terms . " the coercion to associated labour ," supplied in various ways
under chattel-slavery , feudalism , the medieval guild system , and capitalism .
But that is another story . This article is already long enough , and we have
given our reasons for deferring consideration of the matter .
As far as we are concerned , this is a mere preliminary skirmish . We will
re -enter the field , will participate more fully in the synposium (of course with
editorial indulgence , and with goodwill on the part of readers of themagazine ) ,
when others have had their say , when paper is cheaper , and when the Plebs
has been sufficiently enlarged . But perhaps ere then the soviets will be at
work in Brita n , and the epoch of bourgeois parliamentarism will be concluded .

EDEN AND CEDAR PAUL .

Scotland in Revolution
II.

In the previous article we dealt with the first phase of the revolution accom-
plished by the Scottish lairds and nobles in the social and political economy
of that nation . Durig the later 16th and early 17th centuries , these classes ,
or estates ," as they called themselves , were transforming lands held from
the Crown as the self -appointed trustee of the people , from public or partially
claimed or Church property into private property . They were resisting the
centralising policy of the Scottish crown or bringing that institution under
their own control , using their legal opportunities to further their private
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and their class ambitions . They were possessing themselves of land and
labour -power in such a legal fashion as to enable them to accumulate their
primitive forms of agrarian, commercial and moneyed capital .

The middle and closing years of the 17th Century were employed by the
protagonists of private property in land , as well as by the commercial interests ,
in overthrowing the remaining political forms and safeguards of temporal
and spiritual feudalism ; in other words , in finally curbing the power of the
Monarchy .

After a long and bitter struggle , into the details of which we need not enter ,
the landed and mercantile classes of the Lowlands took the decisive step ,
acting in conjunction with their co -religionists and co -landlords and mer-
chants of England , of forcibly expelling the reigning dynasty of Stewart ,
or rather, in the first instance , of setting aside the King in favour of his
daughter and his son - in -law , William of Nassau and Orange .

""This action has been commemorated in many a respectable record and
reputable history as the Glorious Revolution .” It seems strange that
Clyde workers cannot proceed to the Glasgow Green , but they must file
past a statue set up as a memorial to a Revolution , a Revolution that brought
in a German house ; that they must needs assemble in a square sacred to
the German patronymic of a ruling house here introduced by revolutionary
action ; and that they cannot find lodgment for sedition but they go to
Duke Street -of that Bloody Cumberland , who finally overthrew the Scottish
clans and established by armed force private property in the Highlands
under Hanoverian patronage .
Yes--Scotland had a Revolution , and no infamous or unworthy Revolution
was it, no revolution to be scarified , lampooned and execrated . It was a
" Glorious Revolution ." Needs must it have been glorious when we find
that the Meeting of the Estates in Edinburgh gave over the regulation of
Public Affairs to " a Committee of Noblemen , Barons, and Burgesses
appointed for that purpose by a Meeting of the Estates .' This Meeting of
the Estates was quite out of order , quite unconstitutional and signalised its
revolutionary career at an early stage by deciding , on receipt of a letter
from James VII ., that , regardless of any dismissal it might contain , they
should continue to sit . They addressed a memorial welcome to William of
Orange , and they chose as their President His Grace the Duke of Hamilton .
He was supported from the revolutionary Clyde by the Earl of Home , Lords
Belhaven and Blantyre , the Laird of Lamington , and Sir Daniel Carmichael
of Malslie , Wm . Cuninghame of Craigens , and Thos . Hamiltoune from Lanark .
Sir Wm . Fleming of Ferne and Lord Belhaven were both in command of
armed forces of rebels ; and in the following year , 1690 , we find that the town
of Paisley was granted two yearly fairs as a reward for its support of the
Revolution in sending a company of soldiers to guard the Estates at Edinburgh .
To find the name of a lord of Blantyre sitting at an " unofficial " strike com-
mittee , and to discover a company of warriors proceeding on revolutionary
business from Paisley makes us wonder why so much ado about the Lanark-
shire Miners ' Unofficial Committee and so much indignation at Gallacher's
classic allusion to " a six-inch howitzer ."
When the Revolution had been firmly established by the adequate exercise
of a Dictatorship of the Bourgeoisie , the now duly constitutionalised Parlia-
ment set to work to function in the interests of the classes who controlled
the State . It began to inquire into and to attempt to " control " the price
of that laird's necessity -brandy ; to forbid the making of rum from molasses
for home consumption , because it " doth hinder the consumpt of strong
waters made of malt , which is the native product of this Kingdom , as also that
the said Rum is rather a drug than liquor , and highly prejudicial to the health
of all who drink it -a quality that did not invalidate its use in export trade
to the Red Indians in exchange for furs and skins ; to encourage the export
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of victual and to permit lairds to levy taxes on beer and malt to pay for erect-
ing harbours in their burghs of barony and regality . It passed a single
sweeping enactment " for dividing Commons " and for " division of Mosses .'
At the same time it revived the Acts of the Council anent the Poor " and
ordains them to be put to vigorous Execution in all poynts ."

.

Some thirty years later the landlords and merchants secured by Parlia -
mentary enactment the setting up of a Board of Manufacturers which made
grants to persons starting bleachfields and bounties for planting flax . In
1746 , says Bremner , in his Industries of Scotland , the Duke of Argyll and
other nobles and gentlemen , " with a capital of £ 100,000 , the subscribers of
which were actuated solely by patriotic motives . . imported flax , linseed ,
and potashes , which they sold on credit to suitable persons , afterwards buying
at a fair price the yarns and linens made from the material supplied ." So
was started the British Linen Company , " solely for patriotic motives " to
stimulate the growing of flax and the manufacture of linen in places wherein the
said Duke of Argyll and his co -partners were in the habit of collecting their rents .
That was an ominous year for landlords to be " actuated solely by patriotic
motives ." For there figures on the Statute Book of the United Kingdoms in
that year an Act for abolishing certain land tenures . The land of Scotland
hitherto had been held from the Crown on Ward Tenure with the duty of
keeping Watch and Ward , " i.e. , by military holding or in return for render-
ing military service to the King as custodian of the realm . In 1746 the chiefs
superior , i.e. , the landholders holding direct from the Crown , were relieved
by their corporate selves in Parliament assembled " of this immemorial
duty and their tenure " converted into Blanch (free ) holding ," or upon pay-
ment of a nominal quit rent of " ane Scots penny .' At the same time, and
by the same Act , the " tenures of Ward Holding held of any Subject Superior
were to be converted into fen holding ." That is to say , whilst the landlord
became a freeholder , dishcarged of all military or alternative service , his
tenants were relieved of the former only to have it transformed into a rent
payment . It was the moment of this self -sacrificing act that the Duke of
Argyll chose for his adventure in patriotic altruism indirectly contributing
to the increase of the rental value of his new freeholds .
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When we recollect that the Scottish lairds not only legalised -under a
revolutionary constitution- their seizure of the Commons and Mosses and
their transformation of the Custom of Land Tenure, but barefacedly and
brazenly broke the law of minerals and worked these as if they were their
own property , we can understand what a mortal antipathy their descendants ,
now involved in agriculture , commerce and industry , have to the propaganda
of exposure and education carried on by the Scottish Labour College and the
Plebs League . Comrades ! here's to the Wee, Wee German Lairdie " and
the Glorious Revolution " as reputable precedents to which we can refer !

J. T. WALTON NEWBOLD
"

"

The Re -organization of the League
I have been instructed by the Executive Committee to make a statement
on their behalf with regard to the reorganization of the League , and to invite
suggestions and discussion in the Magazine .
It will be remembered that at the last Annual Meet the following resolution
was passed :-

That the E.C. be composed of delegates , elected by ballot of local
branches , each delegate representing a District (or Division ) .

The formation of seven districts (or divisions ) was suggested— ( 1) Scotland ;
(2) Durham and Northumberland ; (3) Yorkshire ; (4) Lancs . and Cheshire ;
(5 ) Midlands and S. West ; (6) S. Wales ; (7) London and Home Counties . The
old E.C. were to carry on until such time as the new committee could be
elected .


